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HISTORIC AERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY . HABS No, MASS-675

JOSEPH GRINNELL MANSION HABS
(NOW ST. JOHN'S ROMAN CATHOLIC COMVENT AND ACADEMY) MASS ,
. ) 3-NEBED,
) 9-
Address: 379 County Street (west side, at head of Russell

treet) Hew Bedford, Bristol Coumty, Massachusetts

Present Qwner: Romen Catholic thurch (Church of St. Join the
Bapiist), County Street, New Bedford, Massachusetis.

Present Occupent: St. John's Convent and Academy

Present Use: Classfoom and recreation building
Statement of An imposing granite mansion of the 1830's, typi-
Significance: fying the homes of the leaders of business and

society in New Bedford st the height of its pros-
perity. Design attributed o the architect,
Russell Warren.

PART: T. HISTORICAL INFORWATION

A, Physical History

1. Original and subseguent owners: ‘“Land vwas owned by
Robert S. Smith who conveyed the same in 1830 to Joseph
Grinnell and the latiter built the house in 183¢. It
wag later purchased from his heirs by Frederick Grinnell,
his nephew, and his widow occupies the property in 1307.%
Jlorth, Paimer and Austin, "01d Darimouth", pp. 281-282.
iore recently accuired by the Roman Catholic Church.

2, Date of erection: 1836. 4ﬁbid.mf

3. Architect, builder, suppliers, etec.: Architect said to
have been Russell Varren /4. W. Pease, The {entensry of
the Merchants Nationzl Bank (New Bedford, iMass., 1925),
p. 27 /. Augustus 2. Greene was foreman of construction
J#0kd Dartmouth,' op. 281-282 7 Quincy Granite supplied
by Solomon Willard /Socilety of frchitectural Historians,
New Bedford, Mass., fugust 17-20, 1961, ». 5_ /.

4. Original plans, construction, etc.: Central hall, with
two main rooms each side; front poriico; reer service
wing /from obserfationh/.

ng for use

5. Notes on elterations and sdditions: In adaphir
d 2 new one

es an academy, The stairwey was roemoved, an
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at the entrance substitufed., A brick siair tower was
added at the rear. Partitions were removed on the north
side of the third floor. Safety doors were installed
in the halls. Other than that, the building appears io
have been little sliered, basically’[from obgervation/.

6. Important old views and referemnces:

a. Small plan of gstate, in 1881 atlas, before modern
alterations. /Atles of New Bedford City, Massachuselis
(Boston: George H. Walker & Co., 188l), plate 7/

b. Worth, Palmer and Ausiin, "Old Dartmouth," a manuscript
in the 014 Dartmouth Historicel Society, Johnny Cake Hill,
New Bedford, Mass. This consists of photographs of
houses and publie buildings in New Bedford, Feirhaven,
Acushnet, Dartmouth and Westporit; photographs by Fred W.
Palmer, introduction and notes by Henry B. Worth, "done
into shape” by Emma C. Austin; dated September, 1907.

¢. Leonard Bolles Ellis, Higtory of New Bedford and its
Vieinity, 1602-1892 (Syracuse: D. Mason & Co., 1892),
part II, biographical.

Historical Events Connected with the Structure: The original
owner, Joseph Grinnell, spent eight years in the House of
Representatives, Washington, D. C. /Ellis, op. cit./

Likely Sources Not Yet Investigated: Records of the Church
of 5t. John the Baptigt might contain further information

The S.A.H. August 1961 booklet mentions a letter from S.
Willard to Grinnell. This could probably be located through
the Oid Dartmouth Historical Society, New Bedford, Mass., and
might give further details about the granite supplied for

Surviving members of the Grimmell family might be able to

1. Architectural character: An imposing granite mension
with a monumental Greek Doric portico, austere on the
exterior, containing refined Greek Revival interior
details in spite of substantiasl alteratioms.

2. Condition of fabrie: Good. Structure appears very
sound, and finish is reasonably well maintained, although

- B.

C.
about the conversion 1o an academy.
congtruction.
add further information.

PART 1T, ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATICNH
A, Genersl Statement
the portico needs minor repairs.
B. Technieal Description of Exterior

1. Over-all dimensions: Mein block, approximately 51' x
51", rear wing 33' long; portico 10' x 33' Fronts
eagt. Three stories,
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Foundations: granite ashler (see Wells, below). Smooth. .
Wall construction: ashlar of Guincy graniie, courses

117 high, 1,/2% jolnis, some pieces up to &' long.

Hough faced. 1'-&" thick. The third {lcor wall is of
wood , with pilesters bebween windows. S

Porches, stoops, buikheads, ete.: Two-gtory wooden
Greek Doric portico on east froni; four columms, 16-
fluted. Columns are built up, of sixteen pleces around
the circumference; joints occur in the center of each
flute. Each wood piece messures 2 1747 x & 1,2 in
section, nesr the basge of the column, Soffit of archi-
rave is ornmuented with & large fred: inner zide of
architrave reaches {0 porch celling, owrnamented with a
row of guttae. Porch floor is concrete asnd granite, with
granite sbeps. A terrsce surrouwnds the porbtico on three
sides, paved with large granite siebs, up to 5'-6" x 157~
&' x 612 thick., Grenite steps lead down to the ground
on the east and noruvh sides of the terroce.

There is a2 small granite terrace and siteps at the south-
wesh corner,

€himneys: Two now in evidence--one nefar nortlhwest corner,
and one at noritiwiest corner of rear wing.

Openings:

. Doorways and doows: Entrance doorway has a simple
magonry opening, with monolithic blocks st Jjanbs.
Dounle doors, with a panel over them. (Original
ghtate of this doorway undetermined.

b. Windows and shutters: Double hung wood sash,
gix light over sgix lighi, except for three light
over three light on third story. Some louvred
shubters rcenein; there is evidence that shutters
were general at one time, indow ovenings have
monolithic jamb blocks, lintels and sills.

Hoof:
a. Shape, covering: undeterinined.
b. Cornice, eaves: At the top of the second story,

a granite cornice, matching that of the portico,
continues avound the house. Its upper nerber, an
echinus mowlding, is of wood., Tihe third floor is
crownzd by o smeller wooden corhice found copper
conductors, one near each corner.

c. Dormers, cupolas: HNone.
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Technical Description of Interior
Only features which eppear to be originsl are described here.

1. Floor plens: each {loor appsrently had a cenlral hall,
and two rooms on each side. The rezr wing is two stories
high.

2. Wall and ceiling finish: gensrally plesier, painted.
Good condition. :

3. Doorways and doors: mosSy appeear origige Typically,
doors exe 1 3/4% thick, three-panel. Souhre moulded
panels at top and botiom are seperated Dy 2 narrow hor-
izontal panel in the middle. Those on the firgt floor
are mahogany; others ere painted. There are sliding
double doors betveen the front and rear parlors on the
gouth side., Third floor doors sre five-panel,

Lo Trim: door and vindow tyim typleally is of wood, rather
wide, with corner Dlocks. Corner blocks on first floow
are carved uLLh oex leaf motif in the perlors; on the
upper flcors they are simple paneled blocks. There are
wide base boards, with movldings, and simple chair rails
‘throughout.

Southwest parlor, first Tloor: The east wail terminaies
in a helf-ellipee in plan, with fouwr Greek lonic colums
and full entablature, mostly of weod. The plaster cor-
nice continues cﬂound the rcom,

Horthwest oparlor: This room retalns a delicaie plaster
cornice; the celling is peneled, with a rosette in the
center. At the west wall, on ceniter, is a nentel having
w0 Jonie colums with £l enteblature. warble surrounds
the {ireplace opening; there ds a marble hearih. 7The
fireplace is lined with cast iron, painted, paneled and
ornamented with a double scanthus motif in each panel.
Over the nantel ave two anbtae carvying a full entablsature.
This frames a thiec-part mivror, with coclommelies.

) L

is room rebains pancled interior shutbers (missing
rom mosh ovher wooms). The doors are Lrdlmned with en
architrave mouyiding.

Har*:i

5. Hawdware: UVypleally o silver-pladed brass bults on
each door. Silver-plated keyhole covers, morsice locks.
bDoor knobs on first fleor are silver-plated, those on
upper [loors arc of glass, silvered Ingide.

&, Interior ceiling heights: first floor, about 11'-
second floor aboui 11'-67, third floor &'-5 1.24.



JOSEPH CRINNELL MANSION M.ﬁgﬁg:
AABS Ho. MASS-675 (Page 5) . MEF

Site

1, Genersl sevting and oriembation: On the hill o plateau
overlooking wiwe older part of the town and narbor to the
east, The lov is lorge, with the house froniting east.

2. Inclosures: Across the fromt on County Street ds a cast
and wrought ivon fence, with a spear head 21 the top
of each rod. Gaie posts are greanite. The double gate
is wrought irom.

3. Outbuildings: An 1881 atlas indicates a woocden oub~
building a short distance west of the house, and {wo
ovhers st the norltbwcest corner of the lot. These are
not in existence now.

A large socisl center and e school building, erected
recently, oceupy shace at the south and west, respectively,
1oV .

4. Walks, drivewsys, ete.:. On the 1831 atlas cie shown drives
forminz a circle east of the house, and zround the house,
with an enbrance drivewey from ithe gite of lhe present
gatewsy comnneciing to them, HNo irace of these i1s visible
now. A paved drivevway, obviously modern, exitends slraighi
from the gateway, north of the house. '

5. Landgeaping: Informal plenting exists today; there is
no indicailon of any particuler landscape Lrestment olther
than mentloned above.

Preparved by Herley J. LicKee, fLrchitect
Naibional Perix Service
August 1901



